
Today, Brickfields blends old and new, with
cultural businesses surviving amid rising

costs and a mix of low-cost and premium
residences shaping its evolving identity.
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Post-independence, demographic expansion and
land use intensification began to formalize the

district's urban morphology into a structured grid
pattern.
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DISTRICTS & EDGES

Edges define the boundaries between the commercial, residential, and institutional districts, creating a clear
spatial separation while shaping the character and interaction of each area within the urban fabric.
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Food & Cultural Nodes

Distinct Districts 

Strengthened Urban Legibility through Connectivity

Along Jalan Tun Sambanthan, diverse eateries like Restaurant Sin Kee, Yarl, and Mr. Chiam
Pisang Goreng create social nodes that animate the street and encourage interaction.

The River of Life initiative emphasizes walkability, green corridors, and public realm
upgrades, improving visual and spatial coherence across districts

Little India, the heart of Brickfields, stands out with vibrant colours, sounds, and aromas.
Along Jalan Tun Sambanthan, continuous shophouses and active kaki lima create a lively,
human-scale streetscape.

STRENGTH

WEAKNESS

Disrupted Pedestrian Linkages between districts 
Bringing back forgotten history of the brick making era of Brickfields and the
identity that the railway plays to Brickfields

Deficiency of Social and Spatial Nodes
The current Site B lacks defined social anchors and exhibits minimal nodal
activity within the urban fabric.

OPPURTUNITY

THREATS

Streetscape Upgrades
Enhance the streetscape through improved lighting, facade restoration, and green
planting, while creating walkable green corridors that connect key heritage zones
within Brickfields.

Heritage Connectivity through Green Corridors
Potential to link heritage zones through walkable green corridors.

Mono-functional housing limits social interaction, reducing nodal activity and
fragmenting Site B’s social fabric and sense of place.

Loss of Social Connectivity

PUSAT SUKAN BRICKFIELDS

LA SALLE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

LANDMARKS & PLACEMARKERS 

Landmarks and placemarkers act as visual cues that enhance spatial identity and orientation for both visitors
and locals, reinforcing the legibility of the urban setting.
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MEDIATING POLARITIES
Negitiating the Unseen Tensions

Pre 1881
Before formal urbanisation, much of
what is now Brickfields was
undeveloped or lightly used, including
plantations and natural land. It was
around 15 miles (hence “Batu Lima
Belas”) from the village of Damansara.

1881
A major fire and flood destroyed Kuala Lumpur’s timber
rumah attap. British Resident Frank Swettenham then
required buildings to be made of brick and tile, sparking
high demand and giving rise to Brickfields.

Post 1881
Yap Ah Loy acquired land in Batu
Lima Belas (Brickfields) to
produce quality bricks for
rebuilding Kuala Lumpur, bringing
in Chinese workers for the
brickmaking and tin mining
industries.

Late 19th to early 20th century
After the 1881 Kuala Lumpur fire, migrants from India and Ceylon(Sri

Lanka) arrived in Brickfields to work on railway construction and
brick kilns.

1915
The British built housing like the
“100 Quarters” for Indian railway
workers, along with schools and
worship places. Malay families and
Christian missionaries later
settled.

1982
Jalan Brickfields which became a
major thoroughfare and was later

renamed Jalan Tun Sambanthan in
honor of independence leader Tun V.T.

Sambanthan.

STRENGTHS

The former railway marshalling yard
was transformed into KL Sentral, a
major mixed-use transport hub with
offices, condominiums, and retail
spaces. Nu Sentral Mall opened in
2014.

2009
In 2009, the Malaysian government announced that the country's

"official" Little India would be moved to Brickfields. This was a
significant redesignation, as the identity had long been associated

more organically with the area around Jalan Masjid India.

2015
Despite protests from heritage groups, the century-old 100

Quarters are torn down to make way for the new Sentral Suites
development, marking a significant loss of tangible history.

Today/Future

IMAGEABILITY
The image of the city ( Kevin Lynch ) 
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The scene shows a row of attached old terrace houses
with a lived-in charm. White-painted ground floors with
metal gates contrast the reddish-orange brick upper
levels, while differing roof tones, plants, and hanging
laundry highlight the sense of everyday domestic life.

The building is an old low-cost apartment block with a
dense, lived-in character. Weathered facades of stained
paint, exposed brick, and metal grilles reflect urban
realism, while laundry, plants, and wires spilling from
balconies reveal the rhythm of everyday city life.

The high-rise condominium stands tall and
commanding, its curved facade lined with
endless identical balconies. The once-uniform
design is broken by air conditioners and hanging
laundry, turning its modernist order into a lively,
chaotic expression of dense urban life.

Landuse and Linkages
PERMEABILITY 

2010
As part of a RM128.7 million package deal, MRCB's

subsidiary was contracted to deliver the "Little India"
beautification, build the Pines Bazaar (Tun Sambanthan

Complex), and construct new government quarters (KKKA).
In exchange for these works, the company was compensated

with the valuable land where 100 Quarters were located.

The government-owned police
headquarters land is transferred to a
Primamuda in exchange for the construction
of a new facility, continuing a pattern of
transactional development. The land was
later sold at twice the valuation to SeniBina

2012

1920s 1960s 1980

URBAN MORPHOLOGY

A distinct urban fabric dominated by low-density
residential quarters, purpose-built for railway workers,

which established the area's foundational socio-
spatial identity. 

The railway tracks functioned as a primary datum,
organizing the densification process as a linear
consolidation of solids formed along this critical

logistical corridor.

The Alila Bangsar tower, an ultra-high-scale
morphological outlier was completed. Its
starks contrast with adjacent governmental
residences such as KKKA, Brickfields
Residences, PPAM(Under construction)
physically manifests the area's fragmented
gentrification.

2018

2000s 2019 2025
The 2001 launch of the KL Sentral Transit-Oriented
Development (TOD) was a catalyst for the profound

spatial and socio-economic restructuring of
Brickfields, transforming it from a historic residential

area into a high-density commercial hub.

A spile of new transitional voids from
demolished sites like the 100 Quarters,

heralding vertical densification, not a more
porous urban form.

The culmination of vertical densification, where transitional voids
have been superseded by massive, high-density solids, creating a
fragmented urban morphology in which new vertical extrusions

dominate the residual, fine-grained historic fabric. 

Brickmaking history
Rooted in its history as Kuala Lumpur's
primary brickmaking center, Brickfields
has a distinctive urban structure and a
rich cultural identity, shaped by its early

laborers.

Railway as Datum
Brickfields' urban layout and social
fabric were shaped by its historical

link to the railway, a legacy revitalized
by KL Sentral's development into a

major transit hub.

Remembering history
Bringing back forgotten history of
the brick making era of Brickfields
and the identity that the railway

plays to Brickfields

Catalyst for Authentic Placemaking
The Little India beautification project's failure argues

against commodifying culture, creating an opening for
residents and advocates to reclaim their

neighborhood's narrative through genuine, bottom-up
placemaking

Gentrification & Population
displacement

Urban renewal projects like KL Sentral have
driven land speculation, causing rising
property values and gentrification that

displaces long-time residents and threatens
Brickfields' cultural identity.

Politicized Development
Politicized land swaps and projects,

like "Little India", have damaged
Brickfields' heritage by demolishing

historic spaces and breaking
promises, resulting in a loss of

community identity.

Destroyed Memory of Place
Minimal or no traces of.....Railway

Godowns, Brick Kilns, 100 Quarters,
Padang

Forced Identity
The ornamental arches of "Little India" are
a superficial, top-down branding effort

that commodifies culture, displacing
Brickfields' authentic, multicultural identity

for tourism.

WEAKNESS

OPPURTUNITY

THREATS

(Jane Jacobs, 1961)

(Jane Jacobs, 1961)

2001-2014

SINGLE STOREY LOW RISE

MAIN COMMERCIAL AREA
CP1-1.2

MAIN COMMERCIAL AREA
CP1-1.2

PATHS & NODES

The site features primary, secondary, and pedestrian paths connecting key areas. Major and minor nodes mark
activity points, with a temporal node at the Church of Our Lady of Fatima and the main node in Little India,
serving as the central hub of movement and interaction.

HUMAN NODE

VEHICLE NODE

TEMPORAL NODE

The modern high-rise stands within the urban
fabric, its dark facade and clean lines exuding
sophistication. White balcony grids contrast the
charcoal exterior, hinting at luxury living, while
the textured podium and nearby railway root it in
the dense cityscape.

RESIDENTIAL TYPOLOGIES

HIGH RISE ULTRA HIGH RISE

SIT
E B

The site is situated within a low-rise
residential context, positioned along a
secondary pedestrian pathway that
ensures seamless accessibility and
walkability within the area. 

This setting presents an opportunity to
strengthen linkages between different
land uses — connecting the inner
residential zones with the surrounding
commercial and public areas, thereby
bridging the gap between insiders and
outsiders.

CULTURE ZONE (SP 1-3)

JEJAK BRICKFIELDS (CP3-7.1)

HERITAGE BUILDING

Single Storey

Low Rise

High Rise 

KUALA LUMPUR LOCAL PLAN 2040

THE THE RAILWAYRAILWAY  THE RAILWAY 

The railway not only shaped the urban morphology of Brickfields with its linear
streets, (workers’ quarters, and industrial yards)  but also its social composition, Indian
and Sri Lankan laborers brought in to build and maintain the rail network established
communities that continue to define the district’s religious and cultural identity.

In the postcolonial period, the railway’s symbolic and spatial influence persisted even
as its functional prominence declined. The construction of KL Sentral (2001)
reactivated this infrastructural legacy, transforming Brickfields into a transit-oriented
node within Kuala Lumpur’s metropolitan system. Yet, this redevelopment also
intensified pressures of displacement and gentrification, unraveling unseen tension
between the increasing polarities. 

Physical Datum 
& 

Narrative Spine 
of Brickfields



New residents in affluent developments such as Alila Bangsar and
Sentral Suites value Brickfields for its convenience but remain
detached from its everyday rhythms. Their lifestyles are more
exclusive, creating a clear boundary between their enclaves and the
surrounding community.
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10PM10PM10PM

ACTIVITY

Commercial Educational Religious

Social Office Site B

10AM10AM10AM

BEHAVIOURAL PATTERN

WEEKDAY WEEKEND
Weekday activity centers on

commercial, office, and
educational functions with steady

movement from daily routines.

Weekends focus on religious and
social activities, making the area
livelier with visitors and families.
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Students
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Foreign
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Weekday Weekend

TEMPORAL PATTERNS

Brickfields’ temporal pattern is purpose-driven, shifting from
work and education on weekdays to religious and social

activities on weekends.

Eating

Buy groceries

Casually hanging out

Walking towards Bangsar

 Walking to/from school

Praying

Burn incense

Selling clothes

Working

Transiting

Shopping

Site BSite B
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Western Expatriates 41-55
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> 55

It’s one of Malaysia’s well-known
temples, attracting not only locals but
also Buddhists from various states and

countries.
(Staff at Buddhist Maha Vihara)

Brickfields has faced the loss of
many playing fields to

development, the former DBKL
sports complex included.

(PK Rajan, Resident)

Brickfields sports field is now
underused due to added
fencing and restricted access,
limiting public use and
community interaction.

Existential

AlilaAlila

‘Detached from rythyms’

Sentral SuitesSentral Suites

Tourists and commuters passing through KL Sentral, NU Sentral, or
the Bangsar LRT engage with Brickfields briefly and functionally—
consuming, moving, and departing. They form a transient community
with only surface contact to the place.

Empathetic
‘Deep Communal Bonds’

INSIDERSINSIDERSINSIDERS
Objective

Little IndiaLittle India

LRT BangsarLRT BangsarKL Sentral /
NU Sentral

KL Sentral /
NU Sentral

OUTSIDERSOUTSIDERSOUTSIDERS

I’ve worked here for years and feel
comfortable — it’s very lively at night.

(Kani, 49, Indian clothing seller)

I live and work above the restaurant; most
customers come from nearby temples and homes.

(Muah, 25, Indian, works at Chennai Mass)

I’ve passed by Little India, but we
usually just eat around Bangsar

or order in.
(Miles, 27, United Kingdom, Alila)

I’ve lived here with my wife and four
kids for three and a half years. We came

to enjoy Little India’s culture and love
the local food — so different from

Switzerland.
（Piet, 41, Switzerland )

Better be careful around here at night,
especially after that gunshot case here

a few months ago.
(Local patrol officers)

PLACE & BEHAVIOURAL SURVEY
Townscape Revisited ( Shuhana Shamsuddin )

Long-time everyday residents like Rev. Bala Moses of the Lutheran
Church, whose families have lived in Brickfields for generations,
share deep communal bonds rooted in culture, interactions, tradition,
history, livelihood and routine. This connection shapes an inclusive
way of life that naturally extends beyond their homes into the place

USER CATEGORY

“To be inside a place is to belong to it and identify with it, and
the more profoundly inside you are, the stronger is the identity
with the place.”
— Edward Relph, Place and Placelessness (1976, p. 49)

Strengths
Strong cultural identity and community belonging
among insiders sustains place memory and daily
rhythms.

Cultural Belonging

Diverse User Dynamics

Coexistence of different
user types (insiders,
empathetic outsiders, and
transient users)
contributes to rich spatial
narratives and multi-
layered urban experiences

Oppurtunities
Revitalized Social Connectors
Revival of shared spaces (alleys, temple
courtyards, markets) as social
connectors.

Intergenerational Engagement

Promote
intergenerational
activities like cultural
workshops or local
heritage trails to sustain
bonds.

DEMOGRAPHIC 

The population is mainly Indian and aged 21–40, showing a young, working-age majority.
There’s also a mix of foreigners, Malays, Chinese, and western expatriates, making it a diverse

yet Indian-dominated community.

Weakness
Underused Communnal Field

A July 2025 gunshot
incident on Jalan Tun
Sambanthan heightened
public unease and safety
concerns in the area.

Heightened Safety Concern 

Threats

Social division appears
between older residents and

newer, wealthier tenants
moving into redeveloped

apartments.

Unseen Tension

Urban Disturbance from
Redevelopment

Noise, congestion, and construction
disturb daily life, even though
projects are labeled as “urban

improvement.

I live with my family in the 100 quarters
right opposite of this church, I ran

around the entire Brickfields as there
were not much cars around. I always
play kite and football in the Chan Ah

Tong field.
（Rev. Balan Moses, 70, ELCM Pastor )

Little India 

Sentral Suites 

DBKL Sports Complex

Cathedral of St Mary 

Car Park

Medan Selera
Brickfields

Alila Bangsar 

LRT Bangsar

LRT 

La Salle Primary
School

St Terassa School

Church of our Lady
Fatima

Pines Condominium

Global Indian International School

Buddhist Maha Vihara

Temple of Fine Arts 

Sri Impiana
Condo

Menara Pelangi
Condo

Cemetry

KL Sentral

Nu Sentral

Ascott Sentral

Vevekananda
Ashram

Plaza Sentral

Suasana  Sentral

Brickfields has faced the loss of many
playing fields to development, the

former DBKL sports complex included.
(PK Rajan, Resident)

‘Transcient and Fleeting contact
’

Place & Placelessness  ( Edward Relph )

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12EPtpj6wrW6tiKiWG7jmzxOlQAKDKgOl?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12EPtpj6wrW6tiKiWG7jmzxOlQAKDKgOl?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12EPtpj6wrW6tiKiWG7jmzxOlQAKDKgOl?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12EPtpj6wrW6tiKiWG7jmzxOlQAKDKgOl?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12EPtpj6wrW6tiKiWG7jmzxOlQAKDKgOl?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12EPtpj6wrW6tiKiWG7jmzxOlQAKDKgOl?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12EPtpj6wrW6tiKiWG7jmzxOlQAKDKgOl?usp=sharing
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PERSONALISATION OF THE FIVE-
FOOT WAY (Insider)

The five-foot walkway serves as a transitional threshold,
balancing public and private realms while allowing
personalisation that reflects daily life and community
identity.

HIDDEN ACCESS
The back lane reveals a quieter,
secondary entrance — narrow yet
filled with traces of daily life —
serving as an inner pathway known
mainly to the local community,
marking the transition into the more
intimate layer of Brickfields.

1A

B

C

D

CONTRASTING EDGES
At the junction, the path toward the
residential line reveals contrast —
apartments on one side, an
international school on the other,
with the modern Bank Rakyat rising
behind.

GREEN PORTAL
Further in, mature trees form a
shaded tunnel between the car
wash and school road, softening the
urban edge and framing the journey
ahead.

STREET LIFE
Beneath the condo, a man selling
coconut water gathers locals — a
glimpse of everyday interaction that
brings warmth to the street.

MERGING
PERSPECTIVES
At the three-way end,
turning left reveals old
shophouses alongside the
towering Alila building — a
meeting of scales and time.

A B C D E F

THRESHOLD
The orange arch pondok marks a shift
from modern transit to cultural texture.
A gateway where materials, colours, and
pace begin to change.

STREET ARCHES
The arches frame the streetscape and
establish a rhythmic spatial boundary,
defining the corridor of Little India while
reinforcing its cultural identity.

INTERPLAY
Exiting Nu Sentral, layers of movement intersect as
vehicles and pedestrians animate the streetscape,
bringing the city’s rhythm to life. Yet behind this urban
energy lies a narrow back lane — a hidden passage
known only to locals, revealing the quieter, intimate
layer of Brickfields.

CONVERGENCE
As routes and sightlines converge, the
path narrows and enclosure deepens —
echoing the dense character of
Brickfields.

TRANSITION POINT
Turning right at Little India’s end, the
noise softens and the street calms,
marking a shift toward the site’s
quieter rhythm.

FLOWER STREET
A vibrant stretch lined with floral stalls,
it enriches Little India’s identity through
color, scent, and lively street activity.

ROBUSTNESS (IAN BENTLEY)

LAYERED BACKDROP
Ahead, shophouses with residences tucked behind walls form a layered urban
fabric, seamlessly blending commerce and living — a defining characteristic of
Brickfields.

QUIET EDGE
On the left, an unused sports center sits
in silence, fenced off from the community
— a remnant space contrasting the
surrounding movement. Its vast, dormant
grounds hold potential for reactivation,
inviting ideas to reconnect it with public
life.

MATERIAL SHIFT
Turning left from Jalan Tun Sambanthan, the brick road gives way to asphalt, marking
a subtle shift in character and atmosphere — a threshold signaling entry into the
fringes of Brickfields, anchored by the urban transparent wall.

D

PERSONAL EXPRESSION
A line of green-painted shoplots
concludes the journey, their
personalised colours reflecting the
individuality and charm of local identity.

C

DUAL FRONTAGE
At the end of the walkway, the view
shifts dramatically — a low single-storey
house sits in the shadow of Alila,
revealing Brickfields’ layered urban
fabric.

B

SCALE CONTRAST
Descending the bridge, Alila stands tall
on the left while terrace houses line the
right — a clear contrast between
modern scale and traditional living.

A

ELEVATED APPROACH
From the LRT Bangsar station, a bridge
leads toward Alila, acting as a portal
into Brickfields. It offers a raised view
over the shifting streetscape, linking
the modern Bangsar edge to the older,
denser fabric of Brickfields below.
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VISUAL SURVEY
Townscape ( Gordon Cullen )

KL SENTRALKL SENTRAL

JALAN TUN SAMBATHANJALAN TUN SAMBATHAN

OPEN FOREGROUND
The green field of the sports center unfolds in front of the site, offering openness
and visual relief within the dense urban texture, yet a physical fence still separates
it from public access, limiting its connection to the surroundings.

PLACEMARKER
The welcome portal at Jalan Tun Sambanthan serves as a distinctive placemarker,
symbolizing the entrance to Little India and reinforcing its cultural identity in the
urban landscape.

Responsive Environments (Ian Bentley)
THE URBAN WALL (SCALE 1: 300)

DISTRUPTION

JLN THAMBY ABDULLAHJLN THAMBY ABDULLAH

LRT BANGSARLRT BANGSAR

THE FLEXIBLE RHYTHM OF 
LITTLE INDIA (Outsider)

Little India’s five-foot walkways and widened pathways
demonstrate robustness, supporting daily activities and
pop-up events while still providing ample space for
pedestrian movement, maintaining both vibrancy and
accessibility.

RAILWAY EDGE AS A SOCIAL
INTERFACE (Insider &Outsider)

The railway acts as an edge that provides privacy for the
residences while also creating opportunities for
community events such as night markets. It serves as a
flexible space that encourages gatherings among
residents and remains welcoming to outsiders.

Objective Outsiders
Existential Insiders
Emphatetic Insiders 

Emphathetic
Insiders 

Emphathetic Insiders
Objective Outsiders 

Objective Outsiders 

A

B

D

E
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SHOPLOTS
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TO BE DEMOLISHED

RESTAURANT ASOKA

DISTRUPTION
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Flower Street

LITTLE INDIA

NU SENTRAL

A
A’

SECTION A’A 1:300

CONVERGENCE Common Ground 

EMPATHETICEMPATHETIC  
INSIDERSINSIDERS
EMPATHETIC 
INSIDERS

STILLNESSSTILLNESSSTILLNESS

Brickfields Mediating
Polarities 

In Little India, the use of colourful signages, decorative facades, and culturally symbolic details 
reflects a strong sense of belonging. Each shop owner personalises their frontage to express
identity and tradition, creating a streetscape rich in individuality and community character.

 Belonging and Personalisation(Facade)
The gathering of scattered flower booths gave
rise to Flower Street, now a vibrant urban node in
Brickfields that attracts both locals and tourists.

A pedestrian pathway connects NU Sentral to Little India,
marking a transition from modern high-rise developments to 
a more human-scaled, culturally vibrant neighbourhood. 

From Modern Hub to
Cultural Street

It guides people through a gradual change in urban
character and atmosphere.

MENARA ALLIANZ 
E5SENTRAL

E5

E4

DISTRUPTION

GROUND FLOOR PLAN 1:300

UP CLOSE
Diving into the Micro site
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Narrow, shaded alley activated
by spillover storage and
informal vendor setups. 

The Hidden BackspineExistential CommerceCommunity Corridor
A shared street for pedestrians
and local vehicles, serving the

community and integrating
seamlessly into daily life.

The Brickfields Padang
A commercial block primarily

occupied by non-local immigrants,
where small businesses sustain

themselves by serving niche
migrant communities.

Life Above Trade
Spices, food, and trade

enliven the street, while
the homes above sustain
its daily rhythm of Live &

Work

The padang serves as community lung in the
dense urban fabric. Yet, it remains lifeless—its

fences isolating it from public use and
community engagement. 

An Opportunity to be realised 

Possibilities ? 

EXISTENTIALEXISTENTIAL
INSIDERSINSIDERS

EXISTENTIAL
INSIDERS

OBJECTIVEOBJECTIVE
OUTSIDERSOUTSIDERS
OBJECTIVE
OUTSIDERS

HIGH INCOMEHIGH INCOMEHIGH INCOME

LOW INCOMELOW INCOMELOW INCOME

RAPID URBANRAPID URBAN    
DEVELOPMENTDEVELOPMENT

RAPID URBAN  
DEVELOPMENT

HERITAGEHERITAGE
PRESERVATIONPRESERVATION
HERITAGE
PRESERVATION

MOTIONMOTIONMOTION

Challenges ?

Treshold between Tradition & Transformation?
Living Archive ?
Voice of The Community? 
Civic Catalyst ?

A Pawn in a Political Game of Gentrification 

Rising tensions due to polirisation 

Fragmentation of Urban Morphology

Erased, Forgotten

SYNTHESIS
Questions left unanswered

Catalyst

High Motion

Intersection

Displacements 

Polarities

DATUM

UNSEEN but real

Integration wih Insight 

Diverse land uses — temples, shops, eateries, residences — create
constant activity day and night.

Expressions of Local Character
Shopfronts and facades display bright colours, garlands,
and motifs, reflecting strong cultural expression.

Streets and forecourts easily adapt for various activities, for
example street market happening on every friday at jalan
angseng, and spill over spaces along little india ( jalan tun
sambanthan) and some noticable along jalan thamby abdullah.

STRENGTH
Vibrant Mix of Culture and Activity

Flexible usage of Streets 

Padang 

Culture

The lack of landscaping and seating makes the street less comfortable
and inviting, especially along Jalan Thamby Abdullah.

Loss of authentic identity
The arches along Jalan Tun Sambanthan are visually disconnected
from the neighbourhood’s cultural and historical fabric, offering
an inauthentic representation of Little India’s identity..

WEAKNESS
Lack of Landscape and Street Furniture

Development projects may emphasize “modernisation” to attract
investment, sidelining local voices during planning and failure to

keep heritage buildings (100 Quarters , Vivekananda Ashram i
now under threat 

Regulation of Informal Street Economies
Certain street vendors or informal traders are removed or

relocated depending on political enforcement priorities.

THREATS
Politically Driven Modernisation

Streetscape improvements (more trees, shaded walkways) can
enhance comfort and accessibility.

Adaptive Reuse of Shophouses
Adaptive reuse of old buildings into mixed-use spaces can

preserve heritage and attract new users.

OPPORTUNITIES
Pedestrian-Centered Redevelopment

THE RAILWAY  
Physical Datum and Narrative Spine   
a structure through which Brickfields evolving 
genius loci continues to be negotiated.

Sports 

Food & Culture

A “LEARNING” Center 

Urban Interventions 
Narrating History? 

SITE B

Bumi Segar Fresh Mart

Asoka Restaurant 

Chithra Spice Mart

Ayurveda Wellness Center

Sun Hin Kee Dry Cleaning & Laundry
(Closed)

The Chennai
Mess 

Restaurant

KRV Family 
Mart 

Barber
Shop

Sri Mahavia 
Food & Snacks

Sundaram Food
Corner 

SITE B

Kedai Runcit Aljisan Enterprise

Vacant

Kumpulan Naga Charted
Accountants 

Pasar Mini 

VK Sports Shop 

United Refrigerating &
AirConditioning 

BGB Super Mart 

Signature Hotel 

Hook Wan Motor Works 

Vacant

Vacant Pusat Sukan & Rekreasi
DBKL

Padang Brickfields

Active Food & Cultural Magnet 
A thriving food scene with famous eateries like Peter’s Pork

Noodles, Analakshmi, Anak Baba ( Michelin Star) and an
active Cultural scene are potentials to be common ground 

GROUP 3      AIMI NABILAH BINTI SHAMSUL JALAL      LIEW INN XIN      YONG SHAN WEI      KHERMOHAMED ABDULKHALIK MAZRUI      WONG WING YAN      MUHAMMAD SOLAHUDDEEN BIN MOHAMED SULAIMAN      WONG WEI HONG      SIM PEI RUO      TAN YUE TUNG      KIMIKO YONG YI XUAN      KENAILYA ADAN



Social Fragmentation
Hierarchical spatial and social structures

create tension and limit inclusivity.

Lost Identity
Historical and cultural narratives of the site

have faded over time.

Lack of Social Vitality
The site offers minimal opportunities for

interaction or community life.

Inauthentic Representation
Existing symbolic elements fail to reflect

Little India’s true identity.

Underused Open Space
The sports field remains an untapped

communal asset.

Safety Concerns
Physical and perceptual safety issues

reduce comfort and accessibility.
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A reconstructed signal cabin from the past serves as the new Chan Ah
Tong Field’s toilet and changing facility, meeting residents’ needs

while preserving historical memory.
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87
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Brick-built historical panels narrate the story of Brickfields, doubling as
wayfinders that guide visitors through the district’s heritage trail.
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Signal Cabin

Carriage

Raiway Track

Placemaking

Spill-over Space

LandscapingHeritage Panels

Brick Pathway Av
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e
SIgn

Urba
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Place

Back

FRAMEWORK

A replica locomotive carriage repurposed as a bus stop provides shade
for waiting passengers while narrating the story of place

The Avenue Padang Brickfields 
An avenue of trees beside Alila create a visual avenue (with pops of

plaques on the stories of place) connecting the new Chan Ah Tong Field
(The Padang) and Little India, linking Alila’s high-end residents to the

community. 

A proposotion to open the DBKL field to the community, removing
the fencing , a barter for the reposesed Chan Ah Tong Field at 100

Quarters.

URBAN INTERVENTION

Urban Pocket ParkForgotten Engines
Transforming an abandoned green void into a urban memorial park

commemorating the demolished 100 Quarters, where former residents
can share their stories. A mural wall imaging the the brickworkers. Forging

the Insiders and Outsiders

A replica locomotive from the brickmaking era sits on a disused
railway at the avenue’s end, enlivening the edge drawing visitors

while commemorating what was lost. A mini archive and potential for
flexible usage

Signal Cabin Reimagined Urban Stop
A small urban pocket with sitting benches and a cooling fountain to
be served as a social node for connecting the community together.

Carriage Stop Railway Monument
A replica of a large locomotive engine serves as a landmark at a key
road intersection at Jalan Tun Sambanthan, re emerging the fading

railway narrative .

Trail of Bricks Bottom Up Placemaking
Reimagining the top-down imposed identity through bottom-up

placemaking, involving residents and users of Brickfields in
competitions and public voting.

Repair I Reinforce I Reimagine
As catalysts for inclusion, coexistance, celebrating the rich and diverse tapestry and strenghtening the identity of

place while fostering pride and a sense of belonging within the communities.

SITE PLAN

The  railway remains both the physical datum and the narrative spine of Brickfields —
a structure through which the district’s evolving genius loci continues to be negotiated,

connecting histories of movement, labor, and transformation within the larger urban
fabric of the city.

The Railway Follies 
Reconise and celebrate the identity not as infrastructure but as memory and methaphor

Site B

Mural Wall

DBKL Sports Complex

Bangsar LRT

Little India 

Little India Portal 

Flower
Street 

Sentral Suites 

REIMAGINE -- IDENTITY REINTERPRETATION

Car Park

Pedestrian Bridge 

REPAIR -- CONNECT & REVEAL

REINFORCE -- COMMEMORATE & RECREATE

To mend fragmented spatial and social connections.

To strengthen collective memory and identity through
place-based storytelling.

Medan Selera Brickfields

To re-envision place identity for contemporary relevance and inclusivity. La Salle Primary Schooll

Our Lady Fathima Church

Cathedral of St Mary

Impiana Condo 

Menara Pelangi Condo

Cresent Court Condo

Mending fragmented
spatial and social

connections through
historical signages, brick
paving, landscaping, and

lighting elements that
enhance legibility and

uncover the site’s
hidden narratives.

Chitra Spice Mart

The Chennai
Mess

Restaurant Asoka 

Residensi Bunga Merak

Reposesed Chan Ah
Tong Field as an open,

inclusive space that
celebrates its rail

heritage and collective
memory.

Reimagining Brickfields’
authentic identity
through inclusive,

bottom-up processes
that invite public

participation and shared
authorship.

Mutiara Residence

Sri Impian Condominium

JALAN TUN SAMBANTHAN

JALAN ANG SENG

Cemetry Alila Bangsar LRT 


